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In  a faraway k ingdom, nest led between ro l l ing hi l ls  and shimmering lakes ,
stood a grand palace.  Ins ide the palace were two enormous rooms—the
treasure room and the storeroom. Both were overf lowing with r iches and
suppl ies :  bags of  g l i t ter ing jewels ,  mountains of  gold coins ,  and pi les  of  food
and vegetables .

The K ing,  who ru led th is  vast  k ingdom, scratched his  head in  confusion one
day.

“ I  have no idea how much I  own,”  he said ,  pacing back and forth .  “How wi l l  I
know i f  I  have enough for  the winter  or  enough to share with my people?”

The l i t t le  gnomes—faithful  helpers  of  the K ing—tr ied to organize the mess .
They carr ied bags,  stacked boxes ,  and grouped i tems.  But  soon,  they were
overwhelmed.  No matter  how hard they t r ied ,  they couldn’ t  keep track of
everything.

“Your  Majesty , ”  said one exhausted gnome,  “we need help!  There ’s  just  too
much to count!”

The K ing thought  for  a moment and cal led for  h is  o ld f r iend,  M r .  T i m e s ,  a
wise and cheerfu l  wizard who always found clever  ways to solve problems.

E n t e r  M r .  T i m e s

With a swir l  of  spark les ,  Mr .  T imes appeared in  the t reasure room.
He has a warm,  f r iendly  face with spark l ing eyes that  show his  exci tement
for  teaching.  Wear ing a br ight  yel low tunic with a bold red “X”  on i t .

“Fear  not ,  Your  Majesty , ”  said Mr .  T imes with a gr in .  “ I ’ l l  teach the gnomes a
simple way to br ing order  to  th is  chaos. ”

Turning to the gnomes,  Mr .  T imes said ,
“ I  am Mr .  T imes.
I  make everything more.
I  group th ings together
To make count ing a chore no more!”

The gnomes c lapped their  hands in  del ight .  “P lease show us how!”
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L e a r n i n g  t o  G r o u p

Mr.  T imes pointed to a pi le  of  shiny red apples in  the storeroom.

“F i rst ,  we’ l l  group these apples into boxes .  Let ’s  count  how many apples f i t
into one box . ”

The gnomes careful ly  p laced 4 apples into each box .  Then they counted how
many boxes they had—5 boxes .

“Now,”  said Mr .  T imes,  “ let ’s  f ind the total  number of  apples .  We can do th is
by adding the apples in  each box :
4  + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20 . ”

The gnomes nodded,  but  one scratched his  head.  “That ’s  a lot  of  adding.
Isn ’ t  there a faster  way?”

“Yes!”  exclaimed Mr .  T imes.  “That ’s  where mult ip l icat ion comes in .  Instead of
adding repeatedly ,  we mult ip ly :

Number of  groups x  I tems in  each group = Total  i tems.
So ,  4  x  5  = 20!”

R e a l - L i f e  P r a c t i c e

The gnomes were thr i l led .  They pract iced grouping and mult ip ly ing with
everything in  the storeroom and treasure room—grains ,  jewels ,  coins ,  and
even vegetables .

One l i t t le  gnome,  however ,  wanted to test  h is  new sk i l ls  outs ide the palace.
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2.  B i rds on a Wire
Further  a long,  he spotted 6 bi rds perched on a wire .
“How many wings do 6 bi rds have?”
He thought ,  “Each bird has 2  wings .  So ,  6  x  2  = 12  wings . ”

3 .  Doughnuts on P lates
When he reached home,  h is  mother  had placed 3 doughnuts on each plate
for  h im and his  3  s ib l ings .
“How many doughnuts are there in  total?”
He calculated:  4  p lates x  3  doughnuts = 12  doughnuts .

R o w s  a n d  C o l u m n s :  A  N e w  C h a l l e n g e

The next  day,  back at  the palace,  Mr .  T imes taught  the gnomes about  rows
and columns.
“Rows are hor izontal ,  l i ke  a person rowing a boat .  Columns are vert ical ,  l i ke
standing poles .  Let ’s  use them to organize jewels! ”

The gnomes arranged 4 rows of  3  d iamonds each.

“Now count  the total  number of  d iamonds,”  said Mr .  T imes.
They mult ip l ied:  4  rows x  3  d iamonds = 12  d iamonds.

T h e  G n o m e ’ s  J o u r n e y

As he walked through the k ingdom, the gnome found real-wor ld
opportunit ies  to mult ip ly :

1 .  Cows in  the F ie ld
He saw 5 cows graz ing.  Each cow had 4 legs .
“How many legs do the cows have al together?”  he wondered.
He quick ly  calculated:
5 x  4  = 20 legs .
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By the end of  h is  journey ,  the l i t t le  gnome had mastered mult ip l icat ion.  He
could group,  add,  and mult ip ly  with conf idence.  

Back at  the palace,  he proudly  showed the K ing the organized storeroom
and treasure room.

The K ing was del ighted.  “Thank you,  Mr .  T imes,  for  helping my gnomes and
teaching us th is  powerful  sk i l l ! ”

And so ,  the gnomes,  with the help of  Mr .  T imes,  brought  order  to  the
kingdom and learned a sk i l l  they’d use for  a l i fet ime.

W a n t  t o  m a k e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  e v e n  m o r e
i n t e r a c t i v e ?

Check out  the Google S l ides act iv i ty  that
complements th is  story

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Understanding-Multiplication-as-Repeated-Addition-Grouping-and-Array-7873167
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